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dispassionste resson—I ask of sny man from the
South to rise and tell me if it is not better for his section of
the Union that C should remsin passive, on both sides
of any ideal line, than that it should interdict slavery on one
side of the line and be passive in regard 1o it on the other side
of the line ! 5

Sir, I am taxing both ffie physical and intellectual powers
which a kind Providence has bestowed upon me teo much—
too thuch by far—though I beg to be permitted, if the Senate
will have patience with me, to conclude what I have to say,
for 1 do not desire Lo trespass another day upon your tinse and
patience, asl am spproaching though 1 have not yet nearly
arrived st the conclusion.

Sir, this Union is threatemed with subversion. [ want,
Mr. President, to take a very rapid glance at the course of
public measures in this Union presently. 1 want, however,
before [ do that, to awk the Senate to look back upon the ca-
reer which this country has run since the ton of this con-
stitution dowm to the presentday. Was there ever a nation
upen which the sun of heaven has dnone that has exhibited
50 much of proaperity ? At the commencement of this Gov-
mw amounted to sbout four millions; it
has now upwards of twenty millions. Our territory
was limited chiefly and principally to the border upon the
Atlantic ocean and that which includes the southern shores of
the interior lakes of our country. Our<country now extends
from the northecn provincesof Great Britain to the Rio Grande
and the Gulf of Mexico, on one side, and from the Atlantic
ocean to the Pucific or the other side—the largest extent of
territory under any ‘Gevernment that cxists on the face of the
earth, with enly wwo solitary exceptiens. Our tonnage, from
being nothing, hasisen in magnitude and amount so as to
rival that of the nution who has been proudly characierized
“‘ the mistress of'the ocean.” ‘We have gone through many
wars—wars loo'with the very nation from whom we broke off
in 1776, as weak and feeble colomies, and asserted our inde-
pendence ss a member of the family of nations.  And, sir, we
came out of thet struggle, unequal as it was—armed us she
was at all pointsy in consequence of just having come out of
her long -truq:- with other European nations, snd unarm-
ed as we were ot all pointy,-in eensequence of the habits and
nature of our country and its institutions—we came, I-say,
out of that war without any losa of honor whatever—we
emerged from it glovieusly.

In every Indian war—and we bave been engaged in- many
of them—our srmies have triumphed ; and without speaking
at all as to the causee of the recent war with Mexico, whether
it was right or wrong, and abstaining from any expression of
opinion ss to the justice or propriety of the war, when once
commenced &l most admit that, with respect to the gallantry
of our arpries, the.glory of.eur triumphs, there is no page or
pages of history which records more brilliant suceesses. With
nnp-:; to one occmmander of an important portion of u;:r
army say nothing here ; no praise is necessary in be-
hllfofm':dwhohn been-clevated by the voice of his ountry

" to the highest station she could place him in, mainly on ac-
count of his glorious military career, And of another, less
fortunate in many respectsthan some other military command-
era, I must take the oppertunity of saving, that for skill, for
science, for strategy, 'for ability and daring fighting, for chi-
valry of individusls and of masses, that portion of the Ameri-
can army which was conducted by the gallant Scott as the
chief commander, stetds unrivalled either by the deeds of
Cortez himself, or Ly those of any other commander in ancient
-or modern times.

Sir, our prosperity is usbounded ; nay, Mr. President, I
sometimes fear that it is in the wanlonness of that prosperity
that many of the threatening ills of the moment have arisen.
Wild and erratic schemes have sprung up throughout the
whole country, some of which have even found their way into
legislative halls ; and there is a restlessness existing among us
which I fear will requite the chastisement of Heaven to bring
us back to a sense of the imm ble benefits and blessing
which have been bestowed upon us by Providence. 1At this
moment—rwith the excepticn of here and there a particular
department in the manufacturing business of the country—all
is prosperity and peace, and the nation is rich and powerful.

. Our couatry has grown to e magnitude, toa power and great-

ress, such as tocommand the respect, if it does not awe the
apprehensions of the Powersof the earth with whom we come
in contact.

Sir, do I depict with coloss too lively the prosperity which
has resulted to us from the operations of this Union ? Have
I exaggersted in any particular her power, -her prosperity,
or her greatness '  And now, sir, let me go a little into detail
with respect to eway in the councils of the nation, whether from
the North er the-South, during the sixty years of unparalleled
prosperity that we have enjeyed. Durng the first twelve
years of the administration of the Government Northern coun-
sels rather prevailed ; and out of them sprang the Bank of the
United States, (the assumption of the State debts, bounties to
the fisheries, protection {0 our domestic manufactures. I allude
to the act of X789, neutralility in:the wars of of Europe, Jay's
treaty, the alien and sedition lews, and war with France. [
do not say, sir, that these, the leediog and prominent mea-
sures which were adopted during the administrations of W ash-
ington and the elder Adams, wese carried exclusively by
Northern counegls—they could not bave been—bat mainly by
the ascendency which Northern counsels had obtained in the
affsirs of the nstion. 8o, sir, of the later period—for the
last fifty years. I do,not mean to say that SBouthern counsels
alone have carriedsilie, measures which [ am sbout to enume-
rate. I know they could not exclusively have carried them,
but I say they hase. been carried by their preponderating in
fluence, with the cc-gperation, it is true—the large co-opera-
tion in some instances—of the Nerthern section of the
Union. And what .are those measures? During that fifty
Years, or nearly' thatjeriod, in which S8outhern counsels have
preponderated, the embargo and other commercial rastwivtivis
of non-intercouse and non-impariaties wore imposed ; war
with Grest Brivun, wne Bank of the United States over-
thrown, protection: enlarged and extended to domestic manu-
factures. I allude: to the passage of the act of 1815 or 1816,
the Bank of the L'nited States re-established, the same bank

ut down, re-estab 'ished:by Southern counsels and put down
1! Southern coun: els, Louisiana acquired, Florida bought,

exas annexed, war withMexico, California and other Ter-
ritories acquired from: Mexico by conquest and purchase, pro-
tection superseded, an d free-trade established, Indians removed
west of the Mississippi,, and fifteen new Btates admitted. into
the Union. it is very possible, sir, that in this enumeration
4 may have. omitted so me @f the important measures which
have been adopted dur ing this later period of time—the last
fifty years—but these I | eliese 1o be the most prominent ones.

Now, sir, I de not d duce:from ‘the enumeration of the
measures adopted by the  we &ige or the other, any just cause
of reproach either upon ( we side or the other ; though one

side or the other has pre dominated in the two periods to
which I have referred. 'l *hese anessures were, Lo eay the
least, the joint work of bo.'h parties, and neither of them
have any just cause to reproc ch We other. But, sir, I must
say, in all kindness and sinc erity, that least of all ought the
Bouth to reproach.the North, when we look at the long list
of measures which, under her swmey in the counsels of the
nation, have been adopted ; wh en &ue reflect that even oppo-
site doctrines have ‘been from ti me o time advanced by her;
that the establishment f the i Yok of the United States,
which was done under the sdmi istmation of Mr. Madison,
met with the co-operation of the Bewth—I do not say the
whole South—I do not, when I ¢ pesic of the South or the
North, speak of the entire South or theentire North : [ speak
of the prominent and larger proportioc uefSeuthern and North-
ern men. It was during Mr. Madis on's administration that
the Bank of the United States was e Wablished. My friend,
whoae sickness—which I .very much daplore—prevents us
from having his aitendance upon this oosssian, (Mr. Car-
HoUN,) was the chairman of the comir atiee, and carried the
measure through Congress. [ vated for it mith all my heart.
Although I bad been instrumenta with other8outhern votes
in putiing down the Bank of the Unite. 1 Sistes, | changed
my opinion snd co-operated in the establis hmant of the bank
of 1816. The eame bank was agaia put . Joma by Southern
counsels, with Gen. Jackeon at their head, atw lster period.
Aguin, with respect to the policy of protec tian. The South
in 1815—I mean the prominent Soutbern m. 1, the lamented
Lowndes, Mr. Calboun, and gthers——unitedin « Wianding a cer-
tain measure of ion to domestic sanut “eliires as well
as the North. We find a few years afteewar 96 the South
in ing most serious oljections to this pol. ‘ey,.and one
member of the Bouth threaiening on that io B & dissolu-
tion of the Union or separation. Now, sir, let us 1 skeznother
view of the question—and 1 would remark that all . theso views
are brought forward not in a spirit of reproach but ¢ Fooncilia-
tione~not to provoke or exssperate, but 1o quiet, to pseduce
harmony sod repose, if possible. What have been | ‘bedterri-
torisl acquisitions made by this country, and to what in“tesests
Florida where elavery exists has boen
introduced ; Louiraina, or all the most valuable part of that
Btate—for although there is a large extent of territory north
of the line 36° 30/, in poiut of intrin-ic value and importuuee
1 would not give the single Btate of Louisiana for the whole of
it—all Louisiana I say, with the exception of that which lios
north of 36é 3¢’, including Oregon, to which we ob ‘ained title
mainly on the ground of its being 4 part of the acqu 'siSion of
Louisiana ; all Texae, all theterritoies which have hrer acguir-
ed by t'e Government of the Unitrd Bietes during il'e #ixty
years' operation have been slave territories, the theatre f #a-
wery, with the exception that I have mentioned of that lving
north of the line 36° 30'.

Aud here, in the case of a war male escentisliy by the
Bouth—growing out of the annexastion of Texass, which was¢
& measure proposed by the South in the councils of the co.™n
try, aod which ld 1o the war with Mexico—I do not say » 'l
of the South, but the major portion of the SBouth pressed the
angexation of Texas upon the country—that measure, as [

bave said, Jed to the war with Mexico, and the war with |
Mexico led to the nequisition of those territories which now
constitute the bone of emtenion | etween the different men-

bers of the Confederasy. And now, sir, for the first time after
the three great acquisi ions of Texss, Florida, and Louisiara
nave been mede and have redounded to the benefit of the
Bouth —naow, for the first time, when theee territories nre at-
tempted to be in'roduced without the inetitutions of slavery,

the occasion of the presentalion of certain resolutions—even
extending to & dissolution of the Union. Mr, President, I
cannot believe it. -8 i

Snch is the Union and such are the glorious fruits which
are now threatened with subversion and :-uuﬁon Well,
sir, the first question which aﬂunll&uh- is, supposing the
Union to be dissolved for any of the causes or grievances
which sre complained of, how far will dissolution furnish &
remedy for those grievances '  If the Upien is to be dissolved
for any existing cause, it will be because slavery is interdict-
ed or not allowed to be introduced into the ceded territories ;
or because slavery is threatened 1o be abolisbed in the District
of Columbia ; or because fugitive slaves are not restored, as
in my opinion they ought to be, 1o their masters. These |
bélieve would be the causes, if there be any causes which can
lead to the dreadful event to which I have referred. Let us
suppose the Union dissolved ; what remedy does it, in a se-
vered state, furnish for the grievances compluined of in its uni-
ted condition ? Will you be able at the South to push slave-
1y into the ceded territory !  How are you to doit, suppcsing
the North, or all the States nezth of the Potomac, in posses-
sion of the navy ond army of the United States’ Can you
expect, | say, under these circumstances, that if thers is a
diseolution of the Union, you can carry slavery into California
snd New Mexico? Sir, you cannot dream of such an occur-
rence. If it were abolished in the District of Columbis and
the Union were dissolved, would the dissolution of the Union
restore slavery in the District of ‘Columbia? Is your chsnce

solution or of severance of ‘the Union than whken in the
Union itselfl? Why, sir, what is the state of the fact? iIn
the Unien vou lose some slaves and recover others ; but here
let me revert to a fact which I ought to have noticed before,
because it is highly creditable 1o the courts and juries'of the
free Siates. ‘In-every instance, as far as my on ex-
tends, in which an appeal has been made to the courtsof jus-
tice to recover:penaities from those who have essisted in de-
ing slaves from their masters—in every instance, as far as
T have heard, the court has asseried the rights of the owner,
and the jury hus promptly returned an uate verdict on
his bebaif. = Well, sir, there is then some remedy whilst you
are a part of the Union for the of your slaves, and
some indemnification for their loss. hat would you have
if the Unionwas severed ! 'Why, then, the sevesed parts
would be independent of each other—foreign countries—and
slaves escaping from one'to the other would be like slaves es-
csping from the United States to Canada. There would be
no right of extradition, no right to demand your slaves; no
right to to the eourts of justice to indemnify you for
the loss of your slaves, Where one slave escapes now by
running away from his master, bundreds and thousandswould
escape if the Union wmdwmd—lmnmhogv nor
where you run the line, or whether independent sovereignlies
be established. Well, sir, finally, will you, in case of a dis-
solution of the Union, be safer with your slaves within the
separated pertions of the States than you are now *  Mr. Pre-
sident, that they will escape much more frequently from the
border States no one will deny. Y

And, sir, ] must take occasion here to say that, in my

opinion, there is no right on the part of any-ene or more of
the States to secede from the Union. War and dissolution
of the {Union are identical and imevitable, in my opinion.
There can be a dissolution of the Union enly by consent or
by war. Consent no one toJ:n antidplt‘;, from '.:;y mluunlg
state of things, is likely given, and war is the only al-
ternative by which a diseolution eould be accomplished. I
consenit were given—-if it were possible that we were to be
separated by one gireat line—in less than sixty days afier such
consent was given, war would break out betwaen the slave-
holding and non-slavebolding partions of this Union—between
the two independent parts into which:it would be erected in
virtue of the aet of separation. In less than sixty days, I be-
lieve, our slaves from - Kentucky, flocking over in numbers to
the other side of the river, would be pursued by their owners.
Our hot and ardent spirits would be restrained &y no-sense of
the right which appertains to the enoe of the other
side of the river, should that be the line of separation. They
would pursue their slaves into the adjacent free States; they
would be repelled, and the consequence would be that, in
less than sixty days, war would be blezing in every part of
this now happy and peaceful land.
And, sir, how are you going to separate the States of this
Confederacy ! In my humble opinion, Mr. :President, we
should begin with at least three separate Confederacies. There
would Confederacy of the North, a Confederacy of the
Southern Atlantic slaveholding States, and a Confederacy of
the Valley of the Mississippi. My life upon it, that the vast
population which has already concentrated and wiil concen-
trate on the head-waters and the tributaries of the Mississippi,
will never give their consent that the mouth of that river
shall be held suobject to the power of any foreign Btate or
communily whatever. Such, [ believe, would be the conse-
quences of a dissolution of the Union immediately ensuing ;
but other Confederacies would spring up from time to time, as
dissatisfaction and discontent were dJisseminated throughout
the country—ithe Confederacy of the Lakes, perbaps, the
Confederacy of New England, or of the Middle States. Ah,
sir, the veil which covers these sad and disastious evente, that
lie beyond it, is too thick to be penetrated or lifted by any
mortal eye or hand. ;

Mr. President, I am directly opposed to any purpose of se-
cession or separstion. I am for staying within the Union
and defyiug any portion of this confederacy to expel me or
drive me out of the Union. I am for staying within the
{Union and fighting for my righte, if necessary, with the
sword, within the bounds snd under the safeguard of the
Union. I am for vindicating those rights, met DY bLeing
driven out of the Uwivn narshly and unceremoniously by any
portion of this confederscy. Here | am within it, and hese I
mean to stand and die, as far a8 my individual wishes or pur-
poses can go—within it to protect my property and defend my-
self, defying sll the power on earth to expel me or drive me
from the situation in which I am placed. And would there
not be more safety in fighting within the Union than out of it/
Suppose our rights to be violated, suppose wrong to be done
you, aggressions to be  perpetrated upon you, can you not
better vindicate them— if you have occasion to resort to the last
necessity, the sword, for a restoration of those rights—within,
and with the sympathies of a larga portion of the population
of the Union, than by being without the Union, whena
large portion of the population have sympathics adverse to
your own ! You can vindicate your rights within the Union
better than if expelled from the Union, and driven from it
without ceremony and without suthority.

8ir, 1 have said that I thought there was no right on the
part of one or maore States tosecede from the Union. 1 think
so. The censtitution of the United States was made not
merely for the generation that then existed, but for posterity—
unlimited, undefined, endless, perpetual rity. And every
State that then came into the Union, and every State that has
since come into the Union, cameinto it binding itselfby indisso-
luble bands to remain within the Union itself, and to remain
within it by its posterity forever Like another of the sacred
connexions in private life, it is a marrniage which no human
authority can dissolve or divorce the parties from. And if I
may be allowed to refer to somo examples in private life, let
me eay to the North and to the South, what husband and wife
say to each other We have mutual faults, neither of us is
perfect ; nothing in the form of humanity is perfect ; let us,
+then, be kind to each other—forbearing, forgiving each other’s
faults—-and, aboveall, let us livein bappiness and peace together.

Mr. President, I have snid, what I solemnly believe, that
dissolution of the Tinion and war are identical and inevitable ;
that they are convertible terms ; and such a war as it would
be following a dissolution of the Union ! Bir, we may search
the pages of history, snd none so ferocious, g0 bloody, so
implacable, so exterminating—not even the wars of Greece,
including those of the Commoners of England and the
revolutions of France—none, none of them all would rage
with such violence, or be characterized with such bloodshed
and enormities as would the war which must succeed, if that
event ever happens, the dissolution of the Union. And what
would be its termination ! Standing armies and navies, 10an
extent stretehing the revenues of each portion of the dissever-
od members, would take place. An exterminating war would
follow=—not, #ir, & war of lwo or three years' duration, but a
war of interminable duration—and exterminating wars would
ensue, until, after the struggles and exhaustion of both par-
ties, some Philip .or Alexander, some Cwmsar or Napoleon,
would arise and cut the Gordian knot, and solve the problem of
the capacity of man for self-government, and crush the liberties
of both the severed portions of this common empire. Can you
doubt it ?

Look at all history—eecnsult her pages, sncient or modern—
look at human natuore ; Jook at the character of the contest in
which you wouwld be engaged in the supposition of war fol-
| lowing apon the disolution of the Union, such as | have sug-
| gested ; nad I ask you ifit is possible for you to doubt that the
final disposition of the whole would be some despot treading
down the liberties of the paople—the final result would be the
extinetion of this last and glorious light which is leading all
mankind, who are gaging upon it, in the hope and anxious
expeetation thet the liberty which prevails here will sooner or
| luter be ciffused throughout the whole of the civilized world.

Sir, can you lightly eon‘emplate these consequences’ Can
you yield yourself to the tyranny o passion, smidst dangers
| which [ have depicted in colors far 20 tame, of what the re-
sult would be if that direful event ko which I have referred
| should ever accur?  Bir, | implore gmtlemen, I adjure them,
| whether from the ®outh or the North, by all that they hold
dear in thie world—by all their Jove of Jliberty—by all their
veneration for their ancestors—by all their regard for posterity
~by all their gratitude o Him who has bestowed on them
| euch unnumbered and countless blessings—by all the duties
which they owe to mankind—and sy a'l the duties which
(' r¥ owe to themsclves, to paose, solemnly to pause at the
edg © of the precipite, b fore the fearful and dangerous leap is
taken i0to the yawning ahyes below, from which none who
ever tau@ it shall return in eafety.

Finally,- Mr. President, and in conclusion, Iimplore, as the

ssiny” Which Heaven can bestow upon me upon earth, |
best blessing »

that if the dire ful and ead event of the dissolution of this Unicn

s to happen, that I shal! nut survive to behold the gad end |

1 pet it to hw henrts of my counteymen of the Saath, if it s
righi to j¥ e» muters io the rous eonsegquences which
Luve iudicated vo longer egl then this very wmorn

i ¥ ng on

heart-1ending spesiacie. :
Un motion, the Benste sdjourned.

for the recovery of your fugitive slaves safer in a state of dis-

- ™ |
WASHINGTON.

s« Liberty and me. one and
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A FURTHER EXPOSITION OF THE EVIL OF THE
DAY, AND IT8 TENDENCY.

In the article which we addressed to our readers
a few days ago, upon the distracting topic of the
times, we invited their attention to unmistake-
able evidence of the exisience of a very serious
disaffection towards the General Government
among the People in certain of the Southern
States. This disaffection weshowed to be founded
on alleged aggressions by the People of the North,
by their State Governments, and by their Repre-

be no longer endurable, and to require aresort by the
South to extra-constitutional ways of redress. To
ascertain more definitely what those  aggressions”
are which are thus denounced, we have resorted to
the source from which the propositions for a South-
ern Convention seem to have sprung, viz. the Ad-
dress of Southern Senators and Representatives to
their Constituents, as we find it published in the
« Union’’ newspaper of January 28, 1849,

That Address, now before us, with a for-
mality denoting depth of purpose, as well as o1
feeling, on the part of its distinguished authors :

“* We, whose names are herounto snmexed,” tay. they,
¢ address you in discherge of what we believe to be a solemn
¢ duty, on the most important sabject ever presented for your
4 consideration. We allude to the conflict between the two
* great sections of the Union, growing out of a difference of
¢ feeling and opinion in reference to the relation existing be-
¢ tween the two races, the European and African, which in-
¢ habit the Southern section, and the acts of aggression and
¢ encroachment to which it has led. .

¢¢ The conflict commenced not long after the acknowledg-
¢ ment of our independence, and has gradually increased un-
¢ til it has arrayed the great body of the North against the
< bouth on this most vital subject. In the progress of this
¢ conflict, aggression has followed aggression, and encroach-
¢ ment encroachment, until they have reached a point when
“ a regard for your peace and safety willnot permit us to
4 remain longer silent. The object of this address is to give
¢ you a clear, correet, but brief account of the whole series ot
* aggressions and encroachments on your rights, with a state-
¢ ment of the dangers to whijch they expose you."”

The “ Address’ goes on to state that the differ-
ence of opinion and feeling on this subject, “ not to
go further back,” disclosed itself in the Conven-

sentatives in Congress, upon the rights of the Peo- |
ple of the South, which aggressions are represented |
by the latter to have grown to such a height as to |

¢ the doctrines of our Northern sssailants, free, unless there |
] be some positive enactments to prevent it. Under
state of thiogs, the probability is that emencipation
. , without any final sct to abolish slavery.”
| After statiny gyeral hypotheses and suppositions
iupon which the e emancipation of the slave
| population of the Soutt mjght gome to be brought
about, without the consent of the Biates in which it
exists, and portraying, in language not too stong,
the frightful horrors of the reality of such a dream,
the Address concludes its gloomy vaticinations, .nd
its array of alleged probabilities that are mostly im«
' possible, with the following paragraphs :

¢ fine the judicial power of the Union. The offi-
¢ cers of each Government are responsible only to
¢ the respective autherities under which they are
¢ commissi But do not the clauses in the
¢ Constitution, in regard to fugitives from labor and
¢ from justice, give Congress a ij over Stale
¢ Officers on these subjects ! wer in both
¢ the cases is admitted or proved to be exclusively
¢ in the Federal Government.”
« In the first section of the act of 1793,

« have provided that, on demand being as
¢ above,” * it shall be the duty of the Executive
* authority to cause the person demanded to be ar.
¢ rested,” &e. 7he constitutionality of this law,
¢ it is believed, has never been questioned. It has

“As the sssailed, you would stand justified by all laws,
‘ human and divine, in repelling a hlow so dangerous with-
| ¢ out looking to consequences, and to resort to all means ne-
| ¢ cessary for that purpose. Your ssesilants, and nof you,

¢ would be responsible for consequences.
| ¢ Entertaining these opinions, we earnestly entreat you
¢ to be uniled, and for that purpose sdopt all necessary mes-
“sures. Beyond this we think it would not be proper to go
¢ at present.
¢¢ We hope, if you should unite with
¢ mity, it may of itself » remedy to this deep-seated and
¢ dangerous disease ; bat, il such should not be the case, the
¢ time will then have come for you to decide what course to
% .dnpt"’ .

[This Address, we have heretofore stated, was
adopted by nothing like a unanimous vote. ‘There
were present, at the earlier meetings of the Southern
Senators and Representatives with whom this Ad-
dress originated, as many as eighty-eight emen.
On the question of the adoption of the Address, the
vote stood, yeas 42, nays 17; so that, reckon
those who did not vote upon the question as op;
or_indifferent to the issuing of this Address, it re-
ceived less than a majority of the voles, of those
who were present during the intermetliate stages of
its existence. It is b:?iir to state, however, that
the rdl}ppmition to the adoption of the Address can
hardly be considered as evidence of hostility to its
prineiples, but rather to the time, manner, and place
of the movement, and perhaps to its supposed ulte-
rior objects. ]

Though we have produced the preceding sum-
mary of the Address with no intention of reviewing
it, bat solely for the purpose of possessing our
readers of _its leading points, some reflections have
occurred to us, whilst perusing it, which we shall
be pardoned for giving utterance to. .

any thing like unani-

every reader whose atlention is called to it, is the
acknowledgment with which it sets out, that the
conflict—the character of which it is the object of
the Address to represent to the People of the South
as not only progressive but aggressive to an alarm-
ing extent—this “ confliet,”” the theme of the Ad-
dress, has not grown out of the Constitution of the
United States, but out of natural causes, which have

tion that formed the Constitution, and constituted |

obstacles were, however, overcome by a compro- |
mise—the Constitution as it stands—so satisfac- |
tory, says the Address, in regard to the subject in |
question, as to have been nearly unanimously adop-
ted. « With few exceptions,” continues the Ad-
dress, “ the South had no reason to complain prior
to the year 1819 "'—that is to say, not for a period
of thirty years—until the beginning of the debate on
the question of the admission of Missouri into the
Union, &e. _ ,

The main counts of the aggressions by the North, |

which the « Address '’ recites, are eouched in thai
following terms = !

*¢ The citizens of the Bouth, in their alfempt lo recover
“ their slaves, now weet, instead of aid and co-operation, re-
‘sistance in every form ; resislance from hostile acls of |
“ legislation, intended 10 baffle and defeat theiv clxims by all |
“sorts of devices, and by interposing every description of I
“impediment : resistance from judges andmagistrafes ; and,
¢ fina]ly. when all these &aily from Mmobs, composed of whites
¢ and blacks, which, by threats or force, reseue the fugitive
¢ slave fronf™the possession of his rightful owner.”

“But,” contioues the address, **a provision of the consti-
¢ tution may be violated indircctly as well as directly, by doing
‘an act in its nature inconsistent with that which is enjoined
‘10 be done.  Of this form of violation there is a striking in-
‘stance connected with, the provision under consideration.
“ We allude to secret combinations which are believed to exist
‘in many of the Northern States, whose object is to entice,
“decoy, entrap, inveigle, snd seduce slaves to escape from
“their owners, and to pass them secretly and rapidly, by
‘ means organized for the purpose, into Canada, where they |
“will be beyond the reach of the provigion.”

** And yet, as repugnant as these combinations are to the
“irue imtent of the provision, it is believed that, with the
4 sbove exeeption, not one of the States within whose limits |
¢ they exist has adopted any measure to suppress them, or to
“ punish those by whose sgency the object for which they
“ were formed is carried into execution. On the contrary,
“they have looked on and witnessed with indifference, if not I
¢ with secret approbation, a great number of slaves enticed
¢ from their owners and placed beyond the possibility of recov-
¢ery, to the great annoyance and heavy pecuniary loss of the
* bordering Southern States.”

¢¢ There remains to be noticed another class of ive
acts of a kindred cheracter, but which, instead of striking at
an express and specific provision of the constitution, aims di-
rectly at destroying the relation between the two races at the
Bouth, by means subversive in their tendency of one of the
ends for which the constitution was established. We refer to
the systematic agitation of the question by the Abolitionists ;
which, commencing about 1835, is still continued in all pos-
sible forms, Their avowed intention is to bring about a state
of things that will force emancipation on the South,” &e.

The Address then passes on to a history of lhe!
Missouri controversy, which also is included
among the grievances of the South ; and, next, to
the war with Mexico, which is represented by the
author of the Address to have had the effect to
“ widen the difference between the two sections,”
meaning the North and the South, * and to give a more
determined and hostile character to their conflict.”
The Address then goes on to state, as one of the
consequences of that war, the apprehended exclu-
sion by Congress of Slavery from California, &c.—
an * aggression’’ in prospect, which, like the next
“ aggression’’ recited, the design 1o abolish Slavery
in the District of Columbia, there is no present pro-
bability of being realized. For, on the principle con-
wended for by the South itself, Congress can con-
stitutionally impose no other condition upon the |
admission of any State into the Union than that its |
Constitution shall be Republican, and of course |
cannot require that a State, coming into the Union, |
shall create slavery where it ‘does not at present |
exist within its limits, and where its Constitution i
peremptorily renounces and interdicts it forever, |

** Little, in truth, [says the Addrese, in summing up its |
¢ calalogue of “aggressions,”] would be left to be done after |
‘ we have been exeiuded from all the Territories, including
¢ thoee to ba hereafter acquired ; after slavery is abolished in |
¢ this District and in #2¢ numerous places dispersed all over |
¢ the South, where Congress has the exclusive right of legis-
¢ lation, and after the other ynessures proposed are consum.
‘mated.  Every outpost and barrier would be carried, and
“ notbing would be left but to finish the work of abolition at |
¢ pleasure in the States themselves. This District, and all |
¢ pleces over which Congress has exclgmise power of legisla-
| * tion, would be asylums for fagitive slaves, where, as soon
| a8 tiey pluced thelr feet, they would become, nccording to |

| proposed by some, and a Dissolution of the Union

| ever, are not merely ideal.

| ¢+ of legislation upon this subject is exclusive in the

| ¢ nature of the provision, and the

| ¢ argument that Congress had no power to impose

been in operation since the Creation. The ¢ con-

complainants, released from any responsibility for
it The *“conflict” would have equally existed
had the States remained Provinces of Great Britain,

or had the Western World never been peopled from |

the Eastern.

The second thing \'rorlhy of remark is, that, in
this grave recital of grievances of the South, for
which the remedy of a Southern Confederacy is

by other of the presses and agitators in the
‘Southern States, no complaint is made of any in-
Jjury actually done to the Sonth by the authority of
the Government of the United States,
head we have indeed doubts, suspicions, apprehen-
sions, and speeulationg, in the Address, but no facts,
The United States (the Union) has trespassed
on no rights of the South. If the Missouri com-
promise be cited as an exception, it is an obvious
answer that the result of that ecompromise ra-
ther enlarged the * rights of the South ' (by extend-
ing them over acquired territory) than constrained
them within narrower bounds. Were it otherwise,
however, and could the Missouri compromise be

tortured into an * aggression by the General Gov- |

ernment,” it must, after an interval of thirty years
of acquiescence, be jusily eonsidered as barred by
the statute of limitations.

The * aggressions '’ charged against the Govern-
mentis and People of the Northern States, how-
These aggressions
naturally divide themselves into two classes—the
first, Legislative and Administrative ; the second,
individual, sentimental, and moral.

The first of these elasses, having something sub-
stantial and tangible in it, and in which the South
really has cause of complaint against the North—
though by no means to the extent to which it is
averred—we devote a brief space to the examina-
tion of it ! ‘

What have the Free States done, of which the
Southern States complain ?

They have repealed, it is said, all their laws which
aided the re-capture of fugitive slaves. Are they
censurable for this? In the case of Prigg vs. Penn-
sylvania, in the Supreme Court of the United States,
Judge Story, who delivered the Opinion of a ma-
jority of the Judges, which was of course the de-
cision of the Court, said :

“ The remaining question is, whether the power

¢ National Government, or concurrent in the States
‘until it is exercised by Congress. In our opinion
‘it is exclusive,” &e. ¢ In the next place, the
objeets 16” be at- |
‘tained by it, require that it should be controlled
* by one and the same will, and act uniformly by
‘the same system of regulations throughout the
¢ Union. If, then, the States have a right, in the
‘absence of legislation by Congress, to act upon
¢ the subject, each State is at liberty to prescribe
¢ just such regulations as suit its own policy, local
* convenience, and local feelings. The legislation
¢ of one State may not only be different from, but
<utterly repugnant to and incompatible with that
«of another,” &c. * One State may make a statute
¢ of limitations as to the remedy, in its own tribu-
nals, short and summary,” &ec,

The Court,in this their opinion, further say, that
a Btate may, in the exercise of its police powers,
send out of the State * idlers, vagabonds, and pau-
pers,” but that the rights of the owners of fugitive
slaves are in no just sense interfered with or regu-
lated by such a course, although it may aid the
master,’ &c.

Chief Jusiice Taxey thought the States had
power to legislate in aid of the right of the master,
and Justices TroMPsoN and Daxier were of the
same opinion. Justice McLeax agreed with & ma-
jority of the Judges that the power was exclusively
veated in the Federal @overnment ; but he said :

« ]t seems to be taken as a conceded pointin the

+ duties on Siate officers, as provided in the above
¢ act. As a general principle, this is true ; but does
¢ not the case under consideration form an excep-
¢tion?  Congress can no more regulate the juris-

The first thing which struck us, as it must do'|

On that |

 Southern members of Congress tellsus; they had

« been obeyed by Governors of States, who have

¢ uniformly acknowledged its obligations,” &e.

*'Now, if Congress may by _leﬁlhﬁcn require this
¢

slaves,” the Southern States have the same right -
to protect themselves by punishing such offenders
within their berders, as the People of other parts
of the country, happily otherwise situated, have to
protect themselves by penal laws against burglars
and highwaymen. But the South would only make
itself ridiculous by getting up a Convention for sup--
pressing “ the Northern societies and newspapers,
debating clubs and lecturers, pamphlets and other
publications,” to which the * Address” alludes as
expressing, in the neighWorhoods to which they be-
long, opinions obnoxious to the Institution of Sla-
very. Better, far better, to take the advice and act
upon the principle of that worthy Member of Con-
gress, who, in his place in the Senale, a few days
ago, expressed himself on this head sensibly and

* duty to be performed by Zhe highest State officer,
‘ may they not on the same principle require ap-
¢ propriate duties in to the surrender of fu-
« gitives from labor by other State officers? Over
¢ these subjects the constitutional power is the
¢ same,” &c. * I am therefore brought o the con-
¢ clusion that, although as a general principle Con-
¢ gress cannot impose duties en State officers, yet,
* In the cases of fugitives from labor and from jus-
¢ tice, they have the power to do so.”

From the above extraets it is seen that the States
have xo power fo legislate on the reclamation of
Sugitive slaves, and that, if such a power were
exercised, it could be neither uniform nor salutary.
The States, therefore, which have repealed all their
laws on this subject, have only followed out the
decision of the Supreme Court in the case of Prigg.
Those States alone are blameable, and they are
blameable, which have imposed penalties on their
own officers for acting under the law of Congress.
Very few of the States have done. this: but,
wherever it has been done, it shows a hostility to
rights of the South, jn this respect, which are
guarantied by the Constitution ; and the Judicial
tribunal in the last resort will not fail so to pro-
nounce. If, by the way, the Supreme Court had
concurred in the opinion above cited of one of its
Judges, that the law of Congress imposed a duty
upon State Officers to deliver up fugitives from
labor on claim being made, no plausible ground of
complaint on this subject would have been left to
the South.

The words of the Constitution on this subject
are ag.follows :

¢ A'person charged in any State with treason, felony, ot
¢ other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in
¢ another State, shall, on demand of the Executive authority
¢ of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re-
¢ moved 1o the Slate having jurisdiction of the crime.”

‘¢ No person held to service or labor in one State, under
¢ the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse-
¢ quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from

The act of Congreas of 1793 requires the Gov-
ernor or Chief Magistrate of the State or Territory
to which a fugitive {rom justice shall have fled, on
demand being made, to cause him to be arrested
{ and delivered up. And, when a fugitive from labor
is seized and brought before **any magistrate of a
‘county, city, or town corporate, wherein such
¢ seizure or arrest shall be made, and upon proof
‘to the satisfaction of such judge or magistrate”
that the person seized owes labor, &c. he shall
give a certificate of the fact, which shall authorize
the removal of - the fugitive to the place from
whence he fled. Without any pretension ta legal
| acumen, it appears to us that State officers are as
much bound to deliver up fugitives from labor as
Sugitives from justice. 'The Supremo Court of
tho Uulted States, in the case of Prigg, did say that
they might exercise such a power, under the act of
‘ Congress, if not prohibited by the State; but it is

their duty to exercise it,

Thie very subjeet, however, is now actually
before Congress; and, it having been decided,
by the Supreme Court of the United States, that
the States have not the power to legislate on
the reclamation of fugitive slaves, it may be hoped
that, before the session closes, Congress will by
law provide adequate powers to carry fully into
effect the provision of the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States on this subject. That being done, noth-
ing will remain, on this seore, for the Southern
States to complain of.

The argument of danger to the South, inferred
by the # Address” from the difference of opinion
between the People of the North and of the South
on the subject of the Institution of Slavery, ean
alarm none but very sensitive or very timid minds.
The same difference of sentiment has existed, ac-
cording to the Address itself, from the formation
of the Constitution—aye, from'the time when (in
the language of the old Primer) “in Adam’s fall we
sinned all.”” Our readers have seen, in our former
number on this subject, how that opposition of
sentiment manifested itself in the First Congress of
the United States, quite as expressively, as angrily
and obstinately, as it does at the present day. But
this difference of opinion at that day elicited no
appeals to the People of the South to right their
‘wrongs by any unlaw(ul and violent procedure, much
less by a resort to arms, or to a dissolution of the
Union! No, truly; the men of that day knew
the value of the Union. .As the Address of the

great difficulty in establishing a Government for
the United States, and they were too happy in
having got info the Union to be in any haste to
break out of it. Experience in our own Gov-
ernment has shown the futility of all attempts to
restrain by law the freedom of speech and of the
press ; and it would be the sublimity of folly for a
Government to undertake to control opinion by
slatutory enactments. Nor can the freedom of
thinking, speaking, and printing be frowned down, |
any more than it can be lawed down. . The people

: ¢ such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of |
one of the greatest difficulties in framing it. The | fliet” began before the Constitution was formed ; | ¢ the party to whom such service or Isbor may be due.”
the Constitution is, therefore, by confession of the i

to be regretted that the Court did not say it was |

acutely as follows :
= Why, sir, these persons are not satisfied with correcting
| “the institutions of the South ; they are dctermined to correct
“the institutions of the North also. Things at the North are
| * off-nsive ; lh'ﬂ,ﬂ“ﬂhﬁmﬂm in offensive ; the
| “church of God is offensive ;' and if these gentlemen could
¢ succeed and have their way, we should have, in the fullness.
“of time, the perfection of the *progress of the age.” But
¢what is to be done with these persons ¥ What can you do
¢with them ? 8ir, it will not doto pass sedition laws, That
¢ experiment has been once tried : it in not likely to be repeas-
¢ed roon, 'What, then, can you do with them ? Why, sir,.

‘liar philosophy the world over, snd let the world, in its
¢ good sense, judge of it and dispose of it, Wecannotstop it,
“Mr. President ; it would be idle for us to attempt to

“¢all the nonsense we haveat home, snd it would be equslly
“idle lo attermpt to suppress a great dealof the nonsense that
¢we find sbroad. Legislate to care their wrotched theories !

¢ Legislate to give men brains enough to understand the folly
“of it! Why, sir, it is not in the power of humah legisla~
“fion to cure this folly. Nothing short of a crestive power-
“can relieve us from the extraordinary mental obliguity by
“ which they are affoceed.”

The South, moreéover, really wounded and natu-
rally excited by some of these things, has no rea-
son, on this account, to turn ils anger against the
Union. The same state of things existed, as we
have already been told by its * Address,” before
the Constitation came into being ; .and will be cer-
tain to continue, with more fatal results, when, if
ever, the shield of that Constilution be withdrawn
which now protects the rights of the Slaveholding
Btutes beyond their limits.

With regard to the War with Mezico, preceded
by the JAnnexation of Texas, and terminating with
the Aecquisition of New Mexico and California, the
effects of which are so strongly stated in the * Ad-
dress,’” it is due to the North to say that neither
that War, nor that' % Annexation” which induced
| it, nor the acquisilion of New Mexico and Cali-
| fornia which followed it, can be reckoned among
| the « aggressions™* of the North upon the South.
| Whalever litle any public measure adopted by the
| constituted authorities of a country may have
' to be classed as an “ aggression” of one division'
| of the country upon another, the annexation
[ of Texas certainly had to be regarded as an ¢ ag-
gression "’ of the South upon the North, rather
than of the North upon the South., A That .« an-
nexation’ was projected by a Southern President.
The project was not attempted to be put in execu-
tion so long as a Northern Statesman presided over
the Department of State; nor, after his retirement,
whilst that enlightened patriot Huou 8, Lrcare (his
successor in the Department) lived. But, within a
few days after his lamented decease, it was set on
foot, an eminent Virginian being called, by a Vir--
ginia President, to succeed him, apparently for the:
purpose of bringing about that event, There being.
associated with him also in the Cabinet another
Virginian and a Marylander, there were two-thirds
of the Cabinet, besides the President himself, all-
‘deeply in the Southern interest. By an Adminis-
tration thus constituted, a negotiation with Texas
| was opened, and assiduously prosecuted until the-
melancholy catastrophe of the explosion on board
of the steamship Princeton, which struck down at
once two Members of the Administration—the Se-
cretary of State and the Secretary of the Navy;

was called, with general approbation, to the head of
the Department of State, and the Hon. Joun Y..
Mason, of Virginia, was installed in the vacant De-
partment of the Navy, by which the predominance of
the Southern interestin the Cabinet was retained, five
to seven of the whole Administration being Southern
men, and two only Northern. What share Mr.
Carnoux himself had in the negotiation with Texas,.
and in the formation of the Treaty of Annexation—
what zeal he brought in aid of that object, and by
what arguments he advocated the annexation in the-
European correspondence of his Department, as-
well as at home, is now matier of history. From:
the State Papers of that day, we might cite pas-
sageés to show that the protection and extension of
the slave power in this Government were the objects
of the Administration, and especially of the leading
member of the Cabinet, in pushing the annexation
of Texas with such inordinate eagerness. Few
of our readers have forgotten, we presume, the let-
ter of Mr. Secretary CaLuouN. to Mr. PaxENHANM,
at that time recently arrived here, in the capacity
of Minister from Great Britain to the United States,.
in which, without availing . himself of the con-
ventional reserve of diplomacy, he {Mr. Caumoun)
enteredinto a demonstration, by statistics drawn from
the census of deaf and dumb, blind, idiots, and in-
sane of the African race in the United States, to prove
how much more favorable slavery is than freedom
to the colored race, concluding by the affirmation
that * what is called slavery is in reality a political
* institution, essential to the peace, safety, and pros-
¢ perity of those States in which it exists,”” 'This
proposition it is not our design here to controvert.
Our object in referring 10 it is to direct the atten-
tion of the reader to the fact that there was no con-
cealment on the partof the then Administration—al-

of this country are in some respects a wilful peo-
ple: the more you attempt to abridge their freedom
of opinion, the more [ree it is certain to become. |
Neither the South nor the North can force the |
People of the one or the other of these geographical |
divisions to stop thinking, or speaking, or printing
their thoughts and their speeches. We agree with
the authors of the Southern Address, that it is both |
unkind and ungenerous in the Abolitionists, or any
other party, in the North or elsewhere, to be con-
tinwally flouting the South on account of the pecu-
liar position in which they find themselves, and in
which the People of the North had more agency in
placing them, or rather their forefathers, than they
themselves have had. And we agree, also, that when
“incendiary publications,” so termed in the * Ad-
dress,” are circulated and “ emissaries ™ employed
with the eriminal intent of disturbing the peace of

« diction of the State tribunals than a State can de-

the South and “exciting discontent among their

| behind that annexation.

together Southern in its composition—that its
object in obtaining possession of Texas was to add
to the slave territory of the United States, and to
advance and uphold the peculiar interests of the
South. The great Statesman of the South, who
made this open proclamation of the purpose and
objects of the annexation of Texas, had too much dis-
cernment not to perceive that a war with Mexico lay
To do him willing jus-
tice, he endeavored to avert it by mollifying the
wounded pride of Mexico, and proffering atone-
ment in money for the damage she might consider
herself to have received from this act on the part
of the United States ; and an amicable adjustment
might thus have been made, had the succeeding Ad-
ministration, having other designs in that matter,
not superseded him in office. Certain it is, under
every aspect of the case, that the North is guililess
of the Annexation of Texas, and its consequent vast

*let them philosophize ; let them shed the light of their pecu-

when the Hon. Mr, Caruoun, of South Carolina,.




